So You're the Parents of a new Cub Scout...

Welcome to Cub Scouting — Parent’s Orientation Packet

CUB SCOUT PACK 290
St. Cecilia Parish
535 Rhawn Street
Philadelphia, PA 19111
With this packet we intend to:
¢ Inform parents and boys about Cub Scouting
and the Boy Scouts of America.

 Registering boys for Cub Scouting.
- How you can volunteer to be a leader.



Your Son, Cub Scouting, and You

As a parent, you want your son to grow up to be a person of worth and a self-reliant,
dependable, and caring individual. Scouting has these same goals in mind for him. Since 1910
Scouting has been weaving lifetime values into fun and educational activities designed to assist
parents in strengthening character, developing good citizenship, enhancing physical fithess and
building self-esteem and ethical values in youth.

Imagine a program that can help your son learn, grow and mature while he is having fun.
There are activities in which you and he can participate together with the rest of the family
and get to know each other even better. This is exactly what Scouting is. Every activity gives
you and your son the chance to discover and share together.

What does your son learn in Scouting? Well, it is a lot more than crafts, games and
outdoor skills. All of the Cub Scout programs in which you and your son will participate are
carefully designed to teach your son something he will use throughout his life. Here are just a
few of the things your son will gain through Cub Scouting.

¢+ A feeling of belonging to a positive and fun group of boys and caring adults.

¢+ New social skills that will help him get along with others.

¢+ Develop new mental skills including reading, writing, planning and organizing.

¢ A greater understanding of other people and the world around him.

¢ A system of values that will help him grow and make good decisions.

¢ A concern and caring for people, and even opportunities to help others.

¢ Self-confidence and stronger self-esteem.

With all the negative influences in today's society, Scouting provides your son with a
positive peer group and a program that is fun and adventurous and helps him to "be prepared" to
shape his own future.

Cub Scouting is fun! But it is fun with a purpose. Woven through all the fun is an inspired
program that really works. Tried and proven methods are used that transfer traditional values,

build character, and develop leadership skills--all in the context of fun and family togetherness.



What You Should Do Now
To Get Started in Cub Scouting

Complete and turn in the Cub Scout application and registration fee to the Cub Master.
Subscribe to Boys' Life magazine. (Put a "Y" in the Boys' Life box on the application.)

Carefully review this booklet so you know what Cub Scouting is all about and your son can get
the most out of it.

Review the Cub Scout Handbook and begin doing the activities in it with your son, especially
those related to the outdoors and Bobcat requirements.

Review the calendar to find out what kind of activities the Cub Scout Pack has planned for
the next few months, and put them on your calendar so you can participate.

Fill out the Parent Talent Survey on the last page of this booklet and turn it in tonight so
you can share your knowledge, experience and skills with the boys in your son's Den and the
Pack.

Scouting is more fun with friends! Every boy can be a Cub Scout at any time, not just on
School Night. Talk with other parents and boys and have them join your son's Cub Scout Den
now to make Cub Scouting even more fun.

Consider being a Cub Scout leader for your son's Cub Scout Den or a member of the Pack
Committee. Your son's experience in Cub Scouting depends on your involvement. Details are
on the following pages.

Purchase a Cub Scout Uniform for your son to wear his awards on. Be sure to get a size
large enough to last several years as your son grows. Uniform list on the following pages
with scout shop locations.



Basics of the Cub Scouting Program

Cub Scout Motto:
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Tiger Cubs, BSA
(For 1°" grade boys)

Tiger Cubs is a one-year program for
first-grade boys. Each boy participates
with a parent (or another adult family
member) in family-oriented activities. These
include things from family camping to
preparing for emergencies.

The time you and your son spend in
Tiger Cubs is meant o be fun, a chance to
get to know one another better, and do
things with your family as well as other
members of the Tiger Cub Den whom you see
at weekly meetings. Tiger Cubs and their
adult partners also participate in the Cub
Scout Pack Meetings and Activities.

“Do Your Best”

(For 2" -5™ grade boys)

Cub Scouting is a home and
neighborhood-centered program designed to
support family life for boys in second
through fifth grades. Each Cub Scout
learns to respect his home, country, God,
and other people. The program also helps
boys this age to:
¢ Learn new physical skills through sports,
crafts, and games.

¢ Learn how to get along with others
through group activities.

¢+ Develop new mental skills such as writing
and calculating.

¢ Develop personal independence.

In a society where your son is often
taught that winning is everything, Cub
Scouting teaches him to "do his best" and be
helpful fo others as expressed in the Cub
Scout Promise.

A Cub Scout Den provides your son
with a group of boys his own age in which he
can earn status and recognition. In the Den,
he will also gain a sense of personal
achievement for the new skills he learns.



Programs for the Future

When your son graduates from Cub Scouting during fifth grade, there is more in store for
him. Boy Scouting and Venturing are awaiting him as he grows older.

BOY SCOUT MOTTO
“Be Prepared”

A troop and patrol centered program for
boys in sixth grade through senior high
school desighed to build and foster
leadership and life skills.

Program builds self-esteem, self-respect,

and self-reliance through a blend of
outdoor experiences, educational and
instructional skills, recognition, value
building and fun.

Among the activities offered are more
than 120 hobby and career skills though
the merit badge program, year-round
camping and outside activities, and honor
camping society, recognition, leadership
training, service projects, and special
events.

Boys and adult leaders meet weekly as a
troop, monthly for an overnight or
weekend campout and other outdoor
activities.

VENTURING-:-BSA

A youth development program for young
men and women, 14 through 20 years old,
that provides positive experiences to
help young people to mature and to
prepare them to become responsible and
caring adults.

Based on unique and dynamic
relationships between youth and adult
leaders and organizations.

A program of exciting and meaningful
activities that helps youth pursue their
special interests, grow, develop
leadership skills and become good
citizens.

Provides opportunities for skill
development in areas of high adventure,
sports, arts and hobbies, youth ministries
or Sea Scouting.

For More Information on Scouting Programs, Contact:
Cradle of Liberty Council, 1485 Valley Forge Road, Wayne, PA 19087
(610) 988-6900 or visit us on the web at www.colbsa.org



http://www.gpcbsa.org/

How Cub Scouting Works

Scouting is Family Oriented

¢

Activities are intended for the whole
family.

You work with your son on his various
award requirements.

Many skills he will learn are family
oriented.

Your son is a member of a Cub
Scout Den

¢
¢

The Den meets once a week.

The den is led by a Den Leader

(usually a parent).

The den leader is usually assisted by an
Assistant Den Leader, a den chief (an
older Boy Scout), and a denner (a Cub
Scout elected by den members)

Den meetings have games, crafts, songs,
ceremonies, and lots of fun.

Your son is a member of a Cub
Scout Pack

¢

A pack meets once a month - all Cub
Scout families attend.

The Cubmaster leads the monthly pack
meeting.

The pack meeting is the climax of the
month's den meetings and activities.

¢ Pack meetings have games, skits, stunts,

songs, ceremonies and presentations of
badges that the boys have earned that
month.

A pack committee of parent

volunteers runs the pack.

¢ The pack committee is made up of the
Den Leaders and assistants, Webelos
Leaders, and assistants, Cubmaster and
assistants, Treasurer, Chartered
Organization Representative and other
interested parents. Most of these
leaders are parents of boys in the pack.

¢+ The committee meets once a month to
discuss Pack activities,

¢ The committee selects leaders, performs
record keeping, manages pack finances,
orders badges, maintains pack equipment,
helps train leaders, and recognizes
leaders.

The pack is owned by a Chartering

Organization

¢ Charter organizations include schools,
parent associations, religious
organizations, service clubs, and other
groups interested in youth.

¢ The chartered organization approves
leaders, provides a meeting place, and
operates the pack within the guidelines
and policies of the chartered
organization and the Boy Scouts of
America.

¢ The chartered organization selects a
Chartered Organization Representative
who serves as a liaison between the pack
and the organization.



Important Information Regarding
Your Son's New Pack

My Pack number is 290

Web page www.troop290.info (The Pack has a Page on this website.)
Email address pack290@verizon.net
Facebook Communities Pack 290 - Fox Chase PA Fan Page
BSA Pack 290 - Fox Chase PA Group

My Scouting District is Theodore Roosevelt District

My Council is: Cradle of Liberty Council, Phone (610) 688-6900, Fax (610) 988-2951
Website address: www.colbsa.org or www. BEaScout.org

My Den leader's name is

My Den leader's phone number is

My Den meets on Thursday evenings

My Den meets at St. Cecilia school lunchroom at 7:00 pm

My Cub Master's name is Mr. David Montvydas

My Cub Master's phone number is (215) 742-3395

My Pack meets on the fourth Thursday of each month (see calendar for exceptions)

My Pack meets at St. Cecilia school lunchroom at 7:00 pm

The Pack Leaders’ and Parents' Meeting is held at_7:30 pm on the First Tuesday of the
month in the school lunchroom (see calendar for exceptions)



http://www.troop290.info/
mailto:pack290@verizon.net
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The Advancement Plan

The responsibility of a boy's advancement in Cub Scouting lies with the family and not
with the Pack. Some advancement requirements are done at den meetings, but most are done at
home with the family.

The Cub Scout Advancement program is an excellent way for you to spend quality time
with your son. For each special skill or activity your son completes with you, you can sign of f
one of the requirements he needs to earn his next award. As a result, the awards he earns
increase his knowledge, skills, self-esteem and confidence. You can be a part of it by
participating in the Cub Scout program with him. The rank awards he earns are listed below.

TIGER CUB (First Graders)

Tiger Cubs who complete five achievements in three areas: den activities,
family activity and Go See It earn the Tiger Cub badge. After completing
the rank of Tiger Cub, boys may earn one Tiger Track bead each time he
completes 10 electives. Parents attend meetings with the boys.

BOBCAT (First badge earned buy ALL NEW Cub Scouts)

All boys, (1st - 5™ grades), earn the Bobcat badge first by learning the Cub
‘ Scout Promise, Law of the Pack, handshake, salute, sign, motto, and
BOCA;T meaning of "Webelos." After receiving the Bobcat badge, the boy works
on requirements based on his grade or age.

A

WOLF (Second Graders)

A Cub Scout, who has completed first grade (or is age 8), works on 12
achievements to earn the Wolf badge. Each achievement is designed fo
teach simple skills and initiate family discussion on values, drug awareness,
health, etc.




BEAR (Third Graders)

A Cub Scout, who is in the third grade works to complete 12 of 24
achievements to earn the Bear badge. After he earns his Wolf or Bear
badge, a boy may work on electives in different interest areas until he is
old enough to begin work on the next rank. For every 10 electives a boy
completes, he earns an Arrow Point. A boy may earn as many Arrow Points
as he wishes.

WEBELOS (Fourth & Fifth Graders)

When a Cub Scout has completed the third grade, (or becomes 10 years
old), he transfers o a Webelos den, led by an adult Webelos leader. The
boy works on requirements for the Webelos badge, 20 activity pins, and
+ the Arrow of Light Award (the highest award in Cub Scouting) which
prepares him for Boy Scouting.

WEBELOS

ARROW OF LIGHT
W When a boy earns the Arrow of Light or reaches 11 years of age, he may
7z graduate from Cub Scouting to Boy Scouting at an impressive
graduation ceremony. We aim to graduate every Cub Scout into Boy

Scouting. Generally, your son will be prepared fo join a Boy Scout troop in
February or March of his fifth grade year.




Cub Scout
Special Activities

In which you and your son can participate

Good Turn

¢ This is a Pack service project to benefit
the community, such as a park clean up,
Environmental Day, Scouting for Food,

Pack Camping Trip -
usually Memorial Day Weekend
Rain Gutter Regatta

etfc.
Pinewood Derby Council Activities
¢ Parent and son work together to build a Klondike Derby
gravity-powered miniature race car from
a special kit. District Camporee/Jamboree
Blue and Gold Banquet Cub Scout and Webelos Resident Camp
¢ This is a birthday party for Cub Scouting ¢ Experience weekends of tent camping or

usually held in February. Most oftenis a
seated dinner, but sometimes it is a
covered dish supper. Dinner format using
special program or entertainment is
customary.

sleeping in several Themed Villages at
Camp Garrison on the Musser Scout
Reservation. Activities include BB
shooting, archery, fishing, physical
fitness, swimming and more.

Cub Scout Day Camp Parent and Son Fun

¢ Day camp is a local and exciting Summer Weekends

summertime activity that includes

archery, crafts, games, skits, songs, and ¢ Parent and son weekends are great
sports. Cub Scout Day camp is an opportunities for a parent and son to
excellent way to introduce youth to the spend quality time together. Tents with
outdoors and teach them new skills. wood platforms, cots and mattresses are

provided. Activities include swimming,
games and much more.
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More Cub Scout
Special Activities

in which you and your son can participate

Boys' Life Magazine

¢ This magazine for boys and adults has
interesting features on Scouting, sports,
hobbies, magic, award winning fiction,
science and U.S. history. There are also
jokes, comics, and short stories.

World Conservation and

Leave No Trace Awareness Awards

¢ Can be earned only once

¢ Different requirements depending
on the Scout rank

Cub Scout Outdoor Activity Award
¢ Can be earned at each rank and
built upon in future ranks.

Scouting Archdiocesan Religious Awards
¢ Tigers and Wolf - Light of Christ

God and Me / God and Family
¢ Bear and Webelos - Parvuli Dei
¢+ These awards are earned only once.
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Cub Scout Academic & Sports Program

¢

¢
¢

A way for a Scout & his family to explore
activities specifically of interest to an
individual Scout.

Over 40 Academics & Sports Subjects
Belt Loops & Pins may be earned at any
Rank

Friends of Scouting

¢

Cradle of Liberty Council's annual fund
drive.

The Council conducts the drive once a
year to request financial donations from
parents of Scouts, volunteer leaders,
Scouting alumni, businesses, foundations,
and people in each community who value
the Scouting program.

Pack 290 will have a brief Friends of
Scouting presentation at an upcoming
meeting (usually our Blue & Gold Banquet)
to request financial support from each of
the parents in the pack.

Donations of all kinds are welcome.



Pack Leadership Structure

HOW CAN YOU HELP? The leaders provide the program.

Scouting operates through volunteer leadership. Volunteer unit leaders are an example of
Scouting's principle of service to others. Naturally, parents are a primary source of leaders in
the Scouting program. You volunteer not only to serve Scouting, but also to serve your son and
his friends, and to have the chance to be a positive influence on the youth in your community.

WHAT DO YOU RECEIVE IN RETURN?

Being a leader is fun, challenging, and rewarding. Leaders find that their experiences help
them to become better parents. The following are some of the many dividends that will enrich
your life as you dedicate your time, talent, and enthusiasm to Scouting:

¢ Fun and fellowship with other families sharing your pride in the boys'
accomplishments.

¢ The privilege of helping to enrich and strengthen families.

¢ A chance to help boys learn good citizenship and to help shape them into men who have
strength of character and are sensitive to the needs of others.

¢ The opportunity to help make a difference in the lives of boys as they grow strong in
mind and body.

¢ A code to live by which will set a worthwhile example for both boys and adults.

¢ The satisfaction of being a member of a worldwide movement, and pride in being
publicly identified as a part of this organization--wearing the Scouting uniform is a
visible means of showing you believe in the ideals and objectives of the Boy Scouts of
America.

Program positions in the pack are held by adults like you, who work directly with the boys and
organize the actual programs they participate in.

Look on the following pages for important information regarding YOUR involvement in your son's
new Cub Scout pack.
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Scouting Uniform Checklist

Bring this checklist to the Scout Shop, and we'll help outfit you in your first complete uniform

Name
Council: Cradle of Liberty Council
Cub Scouts: [ Tiger 1 Wolf "1Bear 1 Webelos Den# Pack # 290

(15" Grade) (2™ Grade) (3™ Grade) (4" & 5™ 6rade) Patrol Name (Webelos)

TIGER CUBS AND CUB SCOUTS* ( blue shirt )
Shirt - Long or Short Sleeve * Cub Scout Cap - Tiger, Wolf or Bear  Handbooks (provided)

Trousers- blue/black Insignia * Tiger Cub Handbook
Shorts Council Shoulder Patch * Wolf Cub Scout Book
Tiger Cub or Cub Scout Web Belt (see your den leader) Bear Cub Scout Book

and Buckle Unit Numerals * Accessories (provided)
Tiger Cub or Cub Scout Socks (See your den leader) Tiger Cub Immediate
Neckerchief- Tiger, Wolf or Bear *  Den Numeral Strip Recognition Kit
Tiger Cub or Cub Scout Neckerchief (See your den leader) Wolf/Bear Recognition Kit

Slide * World Crest Emblem *

WEBELOS SCOUTS
( khaki shirt )

Webelos Belt Buckle (fits Cub Unit Numerals * Handbooks (provided)
Scout belt) (See your den leader) Webelos Handbook
Webelos Neckerchief * Den Numeral Strip or Accessories
Webelos Neckerchief Slide * Patrol Emblem** * Webelos Colors *
Webelos Cap (see your den Ieader) ** NOTE: Webelos Scouts have the option of
. . * wearing ether the Cub Scout or Boy Scout
IﬂSlng World Crest Emblem Uniform. Each Webelos den decides whether a
Shoulder Loops - Blue or Green den numeral strip or patrol emblem is worn.

Council Shoulder Patch *

13



Scout Shops - Boy Scouts of America

Valley Forge Scout Shop
1485 Valley Forge Road
Wayne PA 19087
Tel: 610 989 9626

Philadelphia Satellite Shop
22" and Winter Street
Philadelphia PA 19103

Tel 215 564 0785
www.colbsa.org

Official Scout Uniform Distributor

DiGiulio's Clothing and Footwear

6948 Frankford Avenue & Disston St (Below Tyson Ave)
Philadelphia PA

Tel: 215 333 5512

On the Web:
www.scoutstuff.org
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Training For The
New Cub Scout Leader *

STEP 1: YOUTH PROTECTION (on-line) and FAST START TRAINING (on-
line)

Before a New Leader Application may be accepted, Youth Protection Training must be
completed. It is recommended fraining card or the on-line course certificate be submitted with
each New Leader Application. Fast Start Training is a brief infroduction to the Cub Scout
program that will equip you with the basic skill and information that you will need as a new Cub
Scout leader. Fast Start Training is a 20-minute ftraining segment for the specific position you
are interested in: Cub Master, Den Leaders, Webelos Den Leader and basic Pack Organization
(Committee.) Fast Start training sessions may be offered by your district or at the Council-
wide University of Scouting and you may complete Fast Start and Youth Protection Training by
visiting the National Boy Scouts of America Website: bsa.scouting.org or www.colbsa.org >
Training

STEP 2: This is Scouting
This training course is for all new leaders. This is Scouting familiarizes you with the basics of
the scouting programs and gives you a good understanding of how Scouting operates.

STEP 3: LEADER SPECIFIC TRAINING

These training sessions are specific to the position that you hold in Scouting. Topics covered in
these courses include meeting planning, den and pack management, special activities,
advancement, etc.

STEP 4: Roosevelt DISTRICT - (University of Scouting)

University of Scouting is an all-day training opportunity that covers topics such as crafts,
skits, puppets, workshops, displays, demonstrations, games, Blue & Gold banquets, pack
administration, Webelos Scout Activities, Cub Scout Sports, special pack activities, and other
Cub Scout resources.

WEBELOS LEADER OUTDOOR TRAINING
This is a special supplemental training for Den Leaders of 4™ and 5™ grade Webelos dens. It
will give you the basic skills needed to lead the boys in earning the Webelos Activity Pins.

BALOO (Basic Leader Outdoor Orientation)

Baloo is a required training program for Cub Scout leaders who desire to plan and carry out
camping activities. Participants will acquire the skills and confidence necessary to lead
successful camping activities for their pack. Only one leader from each Pack must complete
Baloo.
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* NOTE: All registered leaders are REQUIRED to attend an Archdiocese Safe
Environment Program session, take an on-line and “in person” supplemental training
course, submit to a State Police Criminal Background check and Child Abuse History
Clearance and attend BSA Youth Protection training.
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You
Are Not Alone @

N ST
o4

The staff at the Valley Forge Service Center (610-688-6900) can help or put you in touch
with someone who can help you succeed.  www.colbsa.org

At Valley Forge you will find: the Scout Shop to purchase all of your Scouting supplies and
badges, the Camping Department, Finance Services Department, Special Projects
Department, Support Services, and a Field Services Department with full-time professional
Scouters who serve each part of the council.

Roundtable, a monthly leaders' meeting for all adult Scout volunteers in your District, is
available. You can get help with crafts, games, skits, and songs for use at den and pack
meetings. It's a great place to ask questions and share ideas.

Den & Pack Meeting Resource Guide contains an overview of Cub Scouting, an explanation on
how to deliver the "New 2010" Cub Scout Program and meeting plans for den and pack
meetings. Meeting plans follow the monthly highlighted core value and explain the
preparation and the materials needed for each meeting. Templates needed for various
achievements are provided for photocopying (also available on-line to be printed out.)
Appropriate crafts and games are suggested.

Most packs have a pack library that contains the leader books you need.

The district has a volunteer crew called the District Committee that conducts high-quality,
district-wide programs in which boys can participate.

The district has another volunteer crew called the Commissioner Staff. They are our
"service crew." They check on the health of your pack and are a communications link
between your pack and the Scouting organization. A commissioner is assigned to assist your
unit.

The District and Pack have fast start, basic leader training and Youth Protection Training
available. All leaders need training! Training is available online.

The council emails each leader a newsletter to keep leaders informed of upcoming programs
and activities.
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Volunteer Positions in the Pack

DEN LEADER (S)
Leads the Den at weekly Den Meetings and monthly Pack Meeting. Attends the monthly
Pack Leaders' & Parents’ Meeting and District Roundtable Meeting.

CUBMASTER

Helps plan and carry out the Pack program with the help of the Pack Committee. MC's
monthly Pack Meeting, and attends Pack Leaders’ & Parents’ Meeting and District Roundtable
Meeting.

COMMITTEE CHAIR
Presides at all Pack Leaders' & Parents’' Meetings. Helps recruit adult leaders. Also
attends the Pack Meeting and District Roundtable Meetings.

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Keeps all records for the Pack including Pack bank account, financial records, etc.
Attends Pack Meetings and Pack Committee Meetings (Pack Leaders’ & Parents’ Meeting.)

ADVANCEMENT COORDINATOR
Maintains advancement records. Orders and obtains all badges and insignia. Attends
Pack Meetings and Pack Leaders’ and Parents’ Meetings.

DEN LEADER COACH

Meets with Den Leaders monthly to plan Pack program with the help of the Pack
Committee. Attends Pack Meetings, Pack Leaders' & Parents’' Meeting and District Roundtable
Meeting. The Cub Master may perform this function in a small pack.

TIGER CUB LEADER
Coordinates the Tiger Cub den to ensure they stay active and participate in Pack
Meetings and activities.

PARENT HELPERS

Each year the Pack will undertake several short-term projects. Parents and other
volunteers are needed for activities such as pack fundraisers (pizza, popcorn or similar events),
Scouting for Food, Pack Good Turn, Pinewood Derby, Raingutter Regatta, Blue and Gold Banquet,
Friends of Scouting, Pack Graduation, and Camping programs. These duties are of short
duration, and still enable all families to assist with pack responsibilities.
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How can I help?
(Please fill out this last page and turn it in to your pack tonight!)

The following positions all need to be filled for our pack to have a successful year. Please
indicate your first four choices of committees and positions that you would be willing o work on
this coming year? Some of these positions are short-term and others are for the entire year.
Each parent must be willing to assist if this program is to work.

I Den Leader or Assistant Den Leader I Pack Holiday Party Committee

"I Pack Parents' Committee I Pack Sports Program Committee

I Pack Song Leader "I Special Events Committee

I Awards Committee "I Webelos Den Leader or Assistant Leader
I Pinewood Derby Committee I Pack Treasurer

I 6ood Turn Scouting For Food Drive "I Newsletter Editor

| Blue and Gold Banquet | Telephone Committee

] Cubmaster/Assistant Cubmaster I Family Friends of Scouting Coordinator
I Cub Day Camp Coordinator I Popcorn Sales Coordinator

1 Cub Scout Camping Coordinator I Other

"] Tiger Cub Den Leader or Assistant (Specify)

Scouting Experience:

Hobbies:

Sports Interests:

Job:

I have a Truck Van Trailer Station Wagon ____ T have a Workshop
Parent's Name: Phone #

Scout's Name: Grade:
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Cradle of Liberty Council
Boy Scouts of America
1485 Valley Forge Road

Wayne, PA 19087

Phone: 610-688-6900 Fax: 610-988-2951
Website: www.colbsa.org, Email: info@colbsa.org

Philadelphia Satellite Office
22" & Winter Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: 215-988-9811

www.beascout.orq
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