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Boy Scouts of America

Troop 290
St. Cecilia Church

http://www.Troop290.info
Troop Guidelines 
Scout Oath and Law

The Scout Oath and Scout law is to be followed at all times.

Troop Meetings
Monday Evenings - 6:45 to 8:00. Everyone is expected to wear their scout shirt and pants to every meeting except for the Monday after a camping trip if you attended the weekend trip. Check Troop calendar for meeting dates, camping trips and special activities.

If school is cancelled or closes early due to snow, the scout meeting is also cancelled. 

Scout Registration

The registration fee per scout is currently $25.  The fee is due November. Listen for announcements or review the calendar on the web site for the exact date. The fee includes: registration, insurance coverage and a subscription to Boys Life magazine for each scout. 

The second year webelos, who join the troop in February, will not need to pay the registration fee until the following November.
Fund Raisers – Participation is Mandatory
There will be two fund raisers held during the scouting year. We will have a spaghetti dinner in the fall and a bake sale in the spring. Spaghetti dinner and cake sale participation requirements will be determined for each fund raiser and the scouts/families will be notified of the requirements prior to each event. Fund raiser participation includes, but not limited too, minimum number of cakes per scout per family, minimum number of donation or dinner tickers sold , minimum number of hours of participation in the event and a fee will be charged for no participation in the event(s).   Troop fund raisers do not count as service hours toward rank requirements. 
These fund raisers are extremely important because they cover the costs of all the troop gear, camping fees paid to the Scout camps for each camping trip which range from $30 to $250, Scout advancements, Troop patches, etc.  Scout participation is extremely important since fund raising is the troop’s only source of income.
Boy Scout Handbook

Every Scout must have a handbook. It will guide him on his path from Tenderfoot to Eagle Scout. The handbook should be brought to every scout meeting and camping trip. The completion and recording of rank requirements in the handbook is explained in detail further on in these guidelines.   

Camping

Weekend Camping

Our Troop goes on eight weekend camping trips a year. The Troop provides all of the camping gear required for camping (tents, stoves, lanterns, etc.). Each scout is required to provide his own personal gear, which is listed on the following page. 

Parental assistance with transportation to and from the various Scout camps we attend is always welcome. Parents/Guardians are welcome to stay and camp with us for the weekend.

The cost for the camping trip is $20 dollars per person. This amount covers the cost of food for the trip. Unless announced otherwise, the $20 will be collected on the second Monday prior to the camping trip. If the weekend trip is a “Patrol Cook”, which means each patrol cooks their own meals, two members from each patrol will meet the Troop leaders at a supermarket (usually Pathmark on Cottman Avenue) to purchase the food for their patrol. We normally go food shopping on a Wednesday or Thursday evening. The exact day is announced at the Monday meeting prior to the trip.

The weekend of the trip, we meet at school at 6:30 p.m. Friday evening in our Class “A” uniform (scout shirt and pants).  There is no dinner provided on Friday so eat before arriving. The Troop does provide a snack Friday evening after setting up camp.

Every effort will be made to attend religious services during the weekend camping trip.

The Troop returns back from the camping trip on Sunday. The arrival time on Sunday varies due to the location and driving time from the various Scout camps. However, between 1:00 and 2:00 is an average time of arrival at school. After our return to the school, it is expected that all scouts will remain until all of the troop gear has been unloaded and put away.   


Summer Camp

This is a full week of camping from Sunday through Saturday, usually the week of July 4th. Information regarding camp such as cost, medical forms, releases and program offerings are distributed in February.

There is a special program for first year campers at summer camp, which will cover almost all the scout rank requirements from tenderfoot through first class along with providing free time for other fun activities such as fishing, boating and swimming.  


Personal Gear
The following list is a general guide for all personal gear that is necessary for camping trips.

Sleeping Bag - A Good Well Insulated sleeping bag is required. Synthetic insulation filled bags generally are better for young scouts since down insulated bags lose insulation value when wet.

Sleeping Pad - Closed Cell Type (Does not absorb water) - Yes it's for comfort, but more critically, it provides insulation between your body and the ground.

Backpack - A backpack is recommended. It allows for all of your personal gear to be stored in or tied to it for easy transporting from the vehicles to the campsite. However, the use of a duffel or similar type bag is fine.

Personal Clothing

Keep in mind snow/rain/freezing weather is always possible. Always bring one complete change of everything and several pairs of socks (wool or synthetics, no cotton except for summer). Then add gear for rain, snow & sleeping.  Keep in mind layered clothing works best.

Class "A" Uniform - to be worn Friday night to camp, Mass & return trip on Sunday.

Hiking Boots - Waterproof for winter

Hats - knit hat for sleeping, baseball style for summer for sun protection

Rain Gear

Insect Repellant - Pump or lotion (no spray)

Flashlight

Extra Batteries

Rope (personal clothesline)
Small Personal First Aid Kit - Band-Aids, Mole Skin, etc.

Cup for Drinking and Eating (suitable for hot and cold drinks, can double as a bowl)
Utensils - fork, knife and spoon

Sunscreen

Water Bottle for hikes

Scout Book

Frisbee (supports paper plate)

Hiking Bag, (old school bag, sometimes called a “day pack”)

Compass

Gloves (warm gloves for winter, work gloves for protection from thorns, splinters, etc.)
Trash Bags or similar water proof bags for storage of sleeping bag, 
clothing, etc. when snowing or raining

Personal Grooming Articles


Soap


Toothbrush/Paste


Wash Cloth


Towel


Deodorant

NO Electronic Games

Small Radios are permitted but MUST have headphones and MUST remain in the tent.

Cell phones are permitted but must be turned off and kept in your tent when not in use.
Advancement Guidelines

We believe that a Scout should receive recognition for his achievements.

Advancement sets a pattern of setting positive goals and reaching them throughout life. Even though it’s not one of the primary aims of Scouting, advancement is a natural byproduct when your Scouting experience is acquainting you with the BSA ideals, the patrol method, the outdoors, association with adults, personal growth, leadership development, and the Scout uniform. It’s easy to advance by following these four basic steps:

1. Learning

2. Testing

3. Review

4. Recognition

Rank Advancement

The requirements for the ranks of Tenderfoot through First Class prepare you to take full advantage of all skills that Scouting has to offer. Star, Life, and Eagle requirements focus on service to others and developing leadership skills.

Requirements for each rank are outlined in the Boy Scout Handbook. You can work on advancement requirements with your parents or other family members, with other Scouts and with adult Scout leaders. This can be done on your own, in patrol and troop meetings, and during other troop functions such as campouts. 

Scout skills cannot be mastered by performing them just once. You will have many opportunities to practice each skill, and you will be asked to demonstrate or explain each requirement before it is "signed off".  As you progress, you will also have opportunities to teach these skills to less experienced Scouts, which will further reinforce your knowledge and skill.

After completing each requirement it will be signed off in the BACK section of your handbook (pp. 438 - 449) by the Scoutmaster or by someone he designates. This person may be an Assistant Scoutmaster, or another, more experienced Scout. In Boy Scouts, troop leaders, rather than parents, sign off advancement requirements.

It’s up to you to take advantage of the advancement opportunities available to you, and to take initiative to ask for someone to test you when you are ready. You are responsible for keeping your own personal advancement record in your handbook. You should also record your service hours, campouts, troop activities, and leadership positions in your handbook.
You must earn the ranks in order, but you may complete any requirement for Tenderfoot through First Class at any time. (For example, you may complete a First Class requirement before finishing your Tenderfoot requirements, but you must earn Tenderfoot rank before you are awarded Second Class and First Class ranks.)

The Scoutmaster conference is used to discuss your goals and accomplishments and is required to achieve rank advancement.

You do not have to wait until you have completed the requirements for a rank in order to ask for a Scoutmaster conference. You may talk with the Scoutmaster at any time that is convenient to both of you. However, for a Scoutmaster conference to count toward rank advancement it must take place after all other requirements are complete. After a Scoutmaster conference for rank has been completed, you must sign up for a Board of Review. There will be a sign up sheet at each Troop meeting for this purpose. Normally your Board of Review will take place the following week. Full Class “A” uniform (shirt, pants, & neckerchief) is required to be worn at your Board of Review. You must also bring your updated Scout book. 

After completing the Board of Review, you will be recognized in front of the troop as soon as possible. You will receive your new rank patch shortly after, usually at the next troop meeting. You will be formally recognized for your rank advancements and merit badges during a ceremony called a Court of Honor. Your parents, other family members, and friends are invited and encouraged to attend all Courts of Honor.

After reaching the rank of Life Scout, you will meet with one of the adult leaders in the troop. At this meeting you will receive your Life to Eagle packet and discuss ideas and suggestions for your Eagle Service Project. This project must conform to the specific guidelines that have been outlined by the Boy Scouts of America. Your Scoutmaster, troop Advancement Chairman, and a representative of your District Advancement Committee, as well as the benefiting organization, must approve your project before you begin carrying it out.

Merit Badges

Earning merit badges allow you to explore many fields, helps you round out your skills, and introduce you to subjects that will perhaps become lifelong interests or a rewarding career.

There are more than 120 merit badges for you to choose from. You may earn any merit badge at any time, with Scoutmaster's approval. Don’t wait for someone to tell you when and which merit badge to work on. You don’t need to reach a certain rank in order to be eligible. However, you should concentrate on achieving the rank of First Class before devoting a lot time to working on merit badges.

Don’t overwhelm yourself by trying to complete too many badges at one time. We recommend that you actively work on no more than two at one time until you reach the rank of First Class and no more than five at one time thereafter.

You can find information about merit badge requirements in the appropriate merit badge pamphlets and in the current year’s Boy Scout Requirements book. Some of these are available in our troop library or at your public library. All of them are available from your Scout Shop or a store that sells Scouting supplies. If you are finished using merit badge pamphlets that you own, we encourage you to donate them to the troop library.

Merit Badges continued
Here are the steps to earning a merit badge:

1. Get a blue merit badge card from the Scoutmaster, fill in your name, address, and the name of the badge, and ask the Scoutmaster to sign it. Then get the name and phone number of a qualified counselor from the Scoutmaster.

2. Call the counselor and set up an appointment. This can be at any place that is suitable to both of you. Along with a buddy (another Scout, a family member, or a friend), meet with the counselor. The counselor will explain the requirements for the merit badge and help you get started. There must be two persons present, yourself and one other person of the same age or older, when meeting and working with a counselor.

3. Work on the badge requirements until you complete them, meeting with the counselor (along with your buddy) whenever necessary. You must complete the stated requirements and satisfy the standards of each merit badge. The merit badge counselor may encourage you to do more than the requirements state but he or she may not require it. You (not the counselor, Scoutmaster, or Advancement Chairman) keep the merit badge card until you have completed the requirements and the counselor has signed the card. If you lose this card, you will have to start the badge over unless the counselor is willing and able to vouch for what you already completed. 

If you change counselors for any reason, it is up to the new counselor whether or not he or she will accept the work you did with the previous counselor. Normally the new counselor will ask you a few questions, and if the counselor is satisfied that you actually did the work that was signed off, he or she will accept it.

4. After you complete the merit badge and the counselor signs your merit badge card, he or she will keep the Counselor's section and return the rest of the card to you. Bring the rest of the card to the Scoutmaster who will sign the card under the counselor’s signature. Then present the fully completed card to the Advancement Chairman who will record the merit badge in the Troop records as well as with our council, which is the Cradle of Liberty. Remember to record the merit badges that you complete in your Boy Scout Handbook along with the date completed.

You will receive your merit badge shortly after you turn in the blue card.
Record Keeping

Your advancement records are kept in three places, our Council office, the troop Advancement Chairman, and yourself. The Council office keeps records supplied to them by the troop Advancement Chairman, who also keeps copies of these records for the troop.  Your Scout Handbook with requirements signed off is your record of completion. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU KEEP YOUR BOOK IN A SAFE PLACE AND DO NOT LOSE IT!!!  If it should happen that there is a discrepancy or missing records, your personal records are your most important ally in proving what you have completed and the dates you completed it.

Troop Web Page

The internet address for Troop 290’s web site is: http://www.troop290.info 
Should you have any questions, please call or stop by after any Monday meeting.
There is an email link on the troop web page
Sincerely,

Scoutmaster
Troop 290







Be Prepared 
2/10/2011

